LESSON THREE

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER

OVERVIEW

TASK DESCRIPTION:
In this lesson you will learn what it means to be a professional soldier.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE:

TASK:
Describe the meaning of military professionalism.



CONDITIONS:
Given subcourse material.



STANDARDS:
List six reasons that make being a soldier a unique

profession and four special responsibilities of a soldier as

stated in the Oath of Enlistment.

INTRODUCTION

What does it mean to be a professional soldier?  Our society has always needed the soldier and probably always will.  We have had good soldiers and bad soldiers, but we usually define a good soldier as a "professional soldier."

PART A - MILITARY PROFESSIONALISM

1.
So what does it mean to be a professional soldier?  It means recognizing that being a soldier is different from holding an ordinary civilian job.  Soldiering is unique.

2.
Why is being a professional soldier unique?

a.
First, the military profession is expressly founded in our Constitution.  Article I of the US Constitution gives Congress the power "to raise and support armies."  Article II makes the President the "Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy...."  No other profession can claim this honor.

b.
Second, as professional soldiers, we have been given the special trust and confidence of the American people that we will defend our nation and our way of life.  We protect our fellow Americans through our willingness and ability to fight and defeat potential enemies.

c.
Third, the special trust the American people place in us as professional soldiers means we have special responsibilities and duties.  For example, we have the responsibility to take care of the weapons and equipment assigned to us and to learn to use them effectively.  We also have the responsibility to accomplish all the tasks assigned to us in the best way we can.

d.
Fourth, we are unique as professional soldiers because, unlike civilians, we are under the ultimate control of the American people through the power given to the President of the United States, as the Commander-in-Chief.

e.
Fifth, we are expected to follow unique standards of  conduct which do not apply to many civilians.

-We are expected to be courageous in combat.

-We are expected to be honest and truthful and to accept full responsibility for our own actions.

-We are expected to be loyal and obedient to our superiors and to look after the well being of those under us if we are in a leadership position.

f.
And last, but not least, we are expected to serve our nation in a selfless manner, even if it requires us to give up our lives.  Few professions in the civilian world have such

expectations of their members. 

PART B - THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE

OATH OF ENLISTMENT
1.
Where does it say we have these unique standards, you may ask?  If you recall the Oath of Enlistment, you find all the essential points discussed.  The Oath of Enlistment states: 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm), That I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, That I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same, and That I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me, According to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  So help me God.

2.
Let's take a closer look at this oath.

a.
MISSION.

Our mission to "support and defend the Constitution" bases our profession on the very source of our national government-the Constitution of the United States.  Our highest loyalty is to the American government and the American people.  The nation places special trust and confidence in us to protect our way of life.

b.
BEHAVIOR.

"Bear true faith and allegiance"-this part of the oath means that our behavior as military professionals must be consistent with the highest standards and ideals of the nation.  As discussed earlier, we are expected to be courageous and honest and to do our jobs to the best of our ability. 

c.
OBEDIENCE.

"I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me"- this says we are expected to support our superiors by obeying their orders and that we accept as proper the ultimate control of the Army by the American government under the power of the President.

d.
LAWFULNESS.

"According to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ)" -this recognizes our responsibility to obey military regulations and, as soldiers, we are subject to the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  We willingly give up some of our individual freedoms (as civilians) by stating that we will obey military regulations.  We accept the fact that we are subject to a different code of justice which does not apply to civilians.

"So help me God"-this last part of the oath indicates that we have freely and voluntarily committed ourselves--that is, made a solemn promise to the American people, and that we recognize and accept the responsibility the Nation has placed on us.

e.
CONCLUSION.

As you can see, the unique standards of the soldier are contained in the oath we took.  The "professional soldier" lives up to his Oath of Enlistment.  (An "unprofessional soldier" does not.)  That's the real difference between a professional soldier and a civilian.  Everything else is the same:  we want a decent life for ourselves and our families like everyone else.  We want adequate pay, a nice car, and, if married, a good education for our kids.  Like any civilian, we want to be happy and enjoy the good things in life.  But because we took an oath, we have special responsibilities and a special commitment to the American nation--that is what make us special.

THE NCO'S CREED

No one is more professional than I.  I am a Noncommissioned Officer, a leader of soldiers.  As a Noncommissioned Officer, I realize that I am a member of a time-honored corps, which is known as "The Backbone of the Army,"

I am proud of the corps of noncommissioned officers and will at all times conduct myself so as to bring credit upon the corps, the military service and my country, regardless of the situation in which I find myself.  I will not use my grade or position to attain pleasure, profit or personal safety.

Competence is my watchword.  My two basic responsibilities will always be uppermost in my mind --accomplishment of my mission and the welfare of my soldiers.  I will strive to remain tactically and technically proficient.  I am aware of my role as a Noncommissioned Officer.  I will fulfill my responsibilities inherent in that role.  All soldiers are entitled to outstanding leadership; I will provide that leadership.  I know my soldiers, and I will always place their needs above my own.  I will communicate consistently with my soldiers and never leave them uninformed.  I will be fair and impartial when recommending both rewards and punishment.

Officers of my unit will have maximum time to accomplish their duties; they will not have to accomplish mine.  I will earn their respect and confidence as well as that of my soldiers.  I will be loyal to those with whom I serve:  seniors, peers, and subordinates alike.  I will exercise initiative by taking appropriate action in the absence of orders.  I will not compromise my integrity, nor my moral courage.  I will not forget, nor will I allow my comrades to forget that we are professionals, Noncommissioned Officers, leaders!
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